THE CLIMAX
extinction of any feeling against the monarchy, coupled with the
further loss of such slight remnants of power as the sovereign still
possessed, yet before the end of the fifteen years not only was the
monarch (in the person of the Queen) idolized; it was kter to
be apparent, upon the death of her son King Edward, that the
monarch had now become an object of political worship. All
supported him, for all regarded him as the very symbol of the
nation.
A fourth mark of the period was a certain change already
apparent in the aristocratic quality of the English social struc-
ture. It had not gone far by the end of the reign, but it was
already apparent, though no one could then guess the advances
this change would make in the succeeding century.
In the capital matter of Ireland the curve which had been
followed so rapidly since the reappearance of Ireland in English
affairs in the early seventies was abruptly deflected by the fall
of Parnell early in these last fifteen years of the reign. After
that check the Home Rule Movement came to a standstill.
The recovery of the land by the Irish people and the recovery
of their powers of local administration, to the disadvantage of
the old landlord class, proceeded rapidly; but there was no
advance towards autonomy, no advance towards the government
of an Irish state by the Irish people.
As for the general features which have marked Victorian
England throughout, these continued to the end. An increase
of population in Great Britain, a decrease in the population of
Ireland, an increase in British international trade, the continued
urbanization of the British people (especially the prodigious
growth of London), the extension of monopoly under the control
of a few centres and of industrial capitalism generally, and side
by side with it the organization of the wage-earners over against
those who controlled the industrial capitalist system and there-
fore the lives of the proletariat.
Imperialism. The movement towards Imperialism—that
is, the substitution of the idea of Empire for the idea of England
—arose from a number of causes, the chief of which perhaps
was the new wealth acquired by a few of the adventurers in South
Africa, where gold had been discovered. One of these, Cecil
Rhodes, saw public affairs in this light, and was sincerely con-
vinced that England as an empire rather than as a nation was
the ideal which his fellow-citizens should follow. A forcible
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